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2014 Biggest Turkey Contest 

We all know Ed is the Biggest 

Turkey so Mid-Valley has been on a 

mission to secure him the official 

title.  Six Yamhill County non-profit 

organizations are currently involved 

in a friendly contest to raise 

awareness and funds for each of 

their unique missions.  The 

organization that raises the most 

money for their cause from April 1st 

to July 11th will be crowned the 

Biggest Turkey.  All funds that are 

raised by Mid-Valley during this 

time will go to the Special Needs 

Fund.  

There have been several 

opportunities to be involved with 

the Biggest Turkey project: 

 Bingo night at the Senior 

Center on May 6th.  Special 

thanks to the generosity of 

the Senior Center for the 

use of their facility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Grease Sing-Along on May 

9th!  Third Street Pizza let us 

take over their theater to 

sing and dance with a 

favorite movie.  It was an 

incredible evening of fun, 

laughter, and song - Thank 

you Third Street Pizza!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Walk-A-Thon on May 31st.  

We walked 1433 laps on 

the Pathway between Amity 

CIS and Wood Products! 

Thank you Mac Chamber for 

helping make this pathway 

dream come true! 
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      Flocking your friends and 

neighbors. Up to 36 turkeys 

could appear on your lawn, 

where you pay to have them 

removed and sent to your 

friends and neighbors.  This 

is a continuing event 

throughout the contest.   

 

To donate to the Biggest Turkey, 

which supports the MVR Special 

Needs Fund, use the enclosed 

envelope or visit our website 

(www.midvalleyrehab.com) and 

click on the 

PayPal link. 

  (Continued from page 1) 

March 21, 2014, the Mid-Valley 

Client Tells and the Staff Infections 

approached the basketball court 

with confidence.    The Client Tells 

soundly beat the Staff Infections 

again.  One might ask – How can 

this happen?   It had to be the 

excellent Client Tells athletic ability 

and superb coaching.  This event 

drew an even larger crowd than the 

previous two years.  It is a fun, 

family oriented evening.  The Staff 

Infections better get their training 

plan in gear for next March.  

It will be exciting! 

Basketball At Its Best! 
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The McMinnville First Baptist 

Church gathering room was once 

again the venue for the Mid-Valley 

“Twilight” themed prom.  Red, black 

and silver adorned the gala, along 

with red apples, red rose petals, 

mirrors and a life size cutout of 

Edward, Bella and Jacob (the main 

characters of the Twilight saga in 

case you’re not familiar with the 

story line) were all a big hit.  The 

DJ, Jason Fulham, made sure to add 

Twilight sound track songs 

throughout the evening and Barbara 

Fulham arranged for her employer, 

Lambs market, to make an 

incredible 4 tier cake with scenes 

from all of the Twilight movies on 

each tier.  It was amazing!! 

After lots of dancing (including a 

conga line) it was time to announce 

the 2014 Prom Court.  Princesses: 

Debbie Perkins, Shanita Odenweller 

and Jodi Butler.  Princes: Virgil 

Henry, Eric Rodriguez and Larry 

McMinn.  King Bobby Lee and Queen 

Brittany Painter. All were met with 

cheers from the crowd, and Shanita 

and Debbie couldn’t help but shed 

tears of joy.  It was a beautiful 

evening and before the night was 

over everyone was talking about 

what next year’s theme will be… join 

us in 2015 to find out!  

2014 Prom - Twilight 
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Project Pathway became a mission 

possible!  Thank you to the great 

efforts of the McMinnville Area 

Chamber of Commerce Leadership 

Mac class for making this dream 

come true.  The first ceremonial 

laps on the new path between 

Wood Products and Amity CIS were 

taken with Mid-Valley clients and 

members of the Leadership Mac 

Class during a dedication ceremony 

on Wednesday, May 17th. 

New Walking Path at Amity Campus 

 

 

On April 12th, the resi-

dents and staff of the new 
Johnstone Court homes 

held an open house. The 
residents all spoke and 
thanked the Howard Nice 

Family for the memorial 
donation from his estate 

that was used to purchase 
the homes and how much 
they enjoyed them. They 

are each 5-bedroom 
 homes on one level. 

Open House - Johnstone Court 
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Are the aliens still among us?  If you 

were downtown on 3rd St in Historic 

McMinnville on Saturday, May 17th, 

you were able to experience the 

craziness and zaniness of over 30 

individuals representing Mid-Valley 

did as they walked in the parade.  

They were handing out candy and 

our Serendipity Wooden Nickels 

while wearing cone heads or other 

creations they had made.  Staff 

from SLP, Randy McCallister, said it 

best when he told his individuals 

that they got 

to “be 

participators 

not 

spectators.”   

It was a fun 

way to get 

our 

individuals to be a part of the 

community and get in a little 

exercise as well.  Many are excited 

and want to be a part of the parade 

next year as plans are being made 

for a bigger and better presence.  If 

the aliens do leave, they will surely 

want to come back… 

Alien Daze 

Thank you Third Street Pizza Com-

pany for inviting our artists to show-

case their work!  For March, Bonnie 

Redifier, displayed her beautiful bird 

drawings. In April, Adam Akana’s 

pencil art was front and center. For 

the month of May, in honor of the 

UFO festival, Tonya Vandecoevering 

was invited to share her alien art. 

Mid-Valley Artists 



Anniversary 
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Employee & Citizen of the Month 

Congratulations to Andrea 

Granroth!  She celebrated her 

10th anniversary with Mid-

Valley in April.  Andrea brings a 

lot of spunk and laughter to 

Amity CIS, and is always 

willing to offer a helping hand.  

Thank you, Andrea! 

If you ever 

want to see 

Tanya Bichof 

speechless, 

award her 

Employee of 

the Month.  

She earned this 

honor for 

December 

2013, and a 

pizza party for 

the crew to 

boot, because 

she has made a 

massive effort over the last year to improve 

her attendance, punctuality, and attitude at 

work.  It has been quite a transformation.  We 

are so proud of her.  Actually Tanya earned 

three awards that night.  She also received the 

100% Attendance certificate and a custom 

certificate which we made everyone on the 

crew for their contribution.  Hers was for being 

on time.  Great job, Tanya, keep up the good 

work.   

Elias Howard was chosen 

Polk Co. Employee of the 

Month of November.  He 

works on the Western 

Oregon University (WOU) 

Recycling Team with 

Supervisor Jim Smith.  He 

does a great job.  WOU is 

happy with the way the 

recycling area looks.  Mid-

Valley is pleased to have 

Elias on such a successful 

team.  Thank you, and 

congratulations! 

We are proud to recognize Andy 

Serratos as Employee of the 

Month of November.  Andy has 

been a great help around the CIS 

building with various different 

responsibilities and very willing to 

do what needs to be done.  Andy 

has been a great asset to us all at 

McMinnville CIS.  He is very 

helpful and courteous to his 

friends/co-workers.  

Congratulations, Andy Serratos! 

November 
EOM 

December EOM 

November EOM 
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Michael Garcia has been at Dallas 

CIS for nearly a year now.  He is 

very easy going and he always has 

a great attitude, even when he’s 

asked to do activities that are not 

preferred.  He is always willing to 

try new activities in house and out 

in the community.  He enjoys 

playing the Wii, going out to eat 

and crafts.  Congratulations, 

Michael, Citizen of the Month of 

December.   

Marcela Martinez was 

chosen Employee of the 

Month of December.  She 

has been with Mid-Valley 

for 6 years.  She is able to 

work any shift, any time, 

with any resident.  She is 

always willing to cover ex-

tra shifts when needed.  

She takes pride in her 

work and always does her 

best.  She has our resi-

dents’ best interest in mind 

at all times and is a great 

advocate for them.  She 

deserves to be recognized 

for her exceptional work 

ethic.  Congratulations, 

Marcela! 

Kathy King has had perfect 

attendance and is always willing 

to do any task assigned.  She 

recently requested to learn how 

to mix Seedballz and is doing 

an amazing job.  She also be-

gan training in the soap depart-

ment.  When things get a little 

stressful for her, as it can when 

learning new jobs, she handles 

it appropriately by asking the 

staff questions when she is 

learning.  She does so with a 

great smile and attitude.  This 

is why Kathy was awarded Em-

ployee of Month!  Great job 

Kathy.   

Jimmy Spidell has been with Mid-Valley for many 

years.  He joined the Amity CIS program in Decem-

ber 2012 and he has been a tremendous help.   

Jimmy enjoys being helpful and will assist the staff 

in cleaning the building, buses and any other odd 

job that comes up.  He also likes to participate in 

the array of in-house and community activities his 

program provides.  We enjoy having Jimmy as a 

part of our program and appreciate all he does.  

Thank you, Jimmy! 

December EOM December COM 

January EOM 

January COM 



January EOM 
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Melanie Dorman was chosen January Em-

ployee of the Month.  Her Manager, Jennifer 

Tadlock, says “she is awesome and always 

goes above and beyond.”  Melanie is Lead 

Staff at Brooks Street, always has a smile 

on her face and an upbeat attitude.  Thanks 

for all you do Melanie!  Congratulations! 

Terri Morse was 

nominated for her 

outstanding extra efforts 

in not only doing her 

own job, but also helping 

to cover a lot of the 

janitorial duties while our 

main custodian was out 

on leave.  She was able 

to also work with client 

employees who were 

open to learning more 

skills and trained them in 

a variety of janitorial 

jobs.  Terri really 

stepped up for her team 

in going above and 

beyond to help us 

through a difficult time 

period.  Thank you, 

Terri, for being such a 

great example of a true 

Team Player! 

Tessa Chase has been 

with Mid-Valley for many 

years.  She enjoys coming 

to the Amity CIS program 

and participating in all the 

fun activities - coffee time, 

bowling, eat out day, and 

enjoying the wooded 

scenery outside.  Tessa 

has made many strides 

with adjusting to noise and 

is expressing herself with 

increased vocabulary to 

get her needs met.  Tessa 

at one time used very few 

words.  Now she talks in 

sentences telling you what 

she thinks, needs, and 

what she doesn’t like.  We 

enjoy Tessa’s humor, 

concern for others and 

being able to adapt to our 

ever busy program.  

Thanks, Tessa, for being a 

part of Mid-Valley! 

Shannon Morris has been employed with Mid-Valley since October of 2009. 

She began her employment as a member of Support Staff at the Valley’s Edge 

Group Homes and was promoted to Assistant Program Manager in April of 

2013. She is truly an example of what a fantastic employee should be. She 

makes sure that all of her responsibilities are carried out with the attention to 

detail required of her position. She has the best interest of the clients and 

other staff at heart at all times. She never hesitates to take on extra shifts or 

duties when needed and always does it with a smile.  She truly deserves the 

Employee of the Month of May award.   

April COM 

April EOM 

May EOM 



April EOM 
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Serendipity is proud to recognize 

Juan Loredo for April’s Employee of 

the Month. Juan volunteered to work 

extra shifts during the months of 

February and March to cover for a 

coworker who was out sick. The 

shift he was covering is a food prep 

shift and these shifts included him 

doing some vegetable prep that he 

had never done. He had to follow 

verbal instructions provided in short 

bursts between customers, remain 

on task, and maintain consistency 

even when staff was not right there. 

He did an AWESOME job! He has 

done an amazing job being flexible 

about picking up additional shifts, 

sometimes working up to six days 

per week, often not knowing if he 

would need to cover a shift on just a 

few hours notice. The manager is 

grateful for the 

quality of his 

work, his great 

attitude towards a 

new task, and his 

constant willing-

ness to help. Staff 

consistently re-

port that Juan 

tries very hard 

and he is very re-

liable. When they 

ask him to do 

something, they 

know it will be 

done. Great job 

Juan! 

Congratulations to Ian White for 

his new job at Walmart in Dallas. 

Ian previously worked at Ray’s Mar-

ket in Willamina as a Courtesy 

Clerk, which provided him with valu-

able skills for his new job. Ian began 

his job search by working with the 

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, 

which matched him with a Mid-

Valley Employment Specialist for job 

development. The Employment Spe-

cialist video recorded Ian demon-

strating his excellent stocking and 

facing skills in a grocery store. After 

showing the video to Walmart, they 

were very interested in hiring him. 

Ian does a great job in the newly 

added grocery department at 

Walmart. Ian is responsible for 

stocking and rotating products. His 

coworkers are pleased with Ian’s 

pace, quality, and focus. As a bo-

nus, he lives just 2 blocks away and 

easily walks to work.  

Congrats Ian! 

 

New Positions 

Jim Smith accepted 

the WOU Recycling 

supervisor position 

and has been going 

gangbusters 

improving the 

program’s workspace. 

Previously, Jim was 

the swing shift 

Janitorial supervisor at 

WOU, where he did an 

excellent job 

improving productivity and streamlining the work 

routine. In his new role, Jim continues to find ways to 

improve workflow and organize the work space. We are 

proud to have Jim on the MVR team! 

 

 

Stacie Brewer is the newest member of Mid-Valley’s 

Polk & Marion County Community Employment team. 

Previously, Stacie was a production worker at Wood 

Products. She was interested in 

advancing her career and applied 

for the WOU/CCC Janitorial su-

pervisor position. Stacie has a 

great personality and excellent 

attention to detail. She works 

well with the crew and has been 

making WOU and CCC happy 

right from the beginning. We are 

glad to have Stacie join our team 

(and no, Teddi, you cannot have 

her back at Wood Products!) 

 

 



Mother’s Day Visit 
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Brooks Street went to Life 

Care in McMinnville on 

Mother’s Day.  Mrs. June 

Smith is 86 years old, in a 

wheelchair, and has no 

family locally.  Residents 

of Brooks Street pitched 

in and bought her Moth-

er’s Day gifts.  She re-

ceived two fuzzy blan-

kets, flowers, balloons, a 

decorative box, and her 

favorite cupcakes.  Mrs. 

Smith was very apprecia-

tive of her gifts and new 

friends.  While visiting, 

Mrs. Smith commented 

on her blankets several 

times, as if opening them 

over again.  Brooks 

Street residents were all 

smiles during the visit.  

They would like to contin-

ue to go visit Mrs. Smith 

in the near future.  One 

of our residents also com-

mented “I have a mom to 

visit and talk to now!”  

 

Shout Outs 

 

 

Rachel - For her help at 

the Biggest Turkey events 

Mazatlan Restaurant -  

For hosting a  
Project Pathway fundraising 

evening 

3rd Street Pizza - For allowing a 
Biggest Turkey Fundraiser 

“Grease” event 

Barbara Fulham - For  
facilitating the beautiful  

Twilight themed cake for the 

Prom.  
Lamb’s Thriftway in  

Wilsonville went the extra 
mile. 

McMinnville Chamber of 

Commerce Leadership 
Class - For their 2014  
Project Pathway at the 

Amity CIS Program 

Senior Center - For hosting a 
Biggest Turkey  

fundraiser BINGO night 

Bailey's Nursery - For the 
donation of plants for the 

Project Pathway 

McMinnville First Baptist Church 
- For providing the venue for 

the gala Twilight Prom 
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CIS & SLP Activities 

 

 

 

 



Central High School - Job Fair 
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Central High School’s Transi-

tion program partnered with 

Mid-Valley’s Polk & Marion 

County Community Employ-

ment Division to offer transi-

tion-age students an oppor-

tunity to explore various vo-

cational interests. On May 7, 

2014, the students started 

with a tour of Mid-Valley’s 

Recycling program at West-

ern Oregon University. Stu-

dents prepared excellent 

questions to learn more 

about the requirements of 

the job. The next stop was Walmart 

in Dallas. Students met with the Hu-

man Resources Manager, Kim Scott 

and Store Manager, Bill Barrows to 

continue learning about the skills 

and qualities employers look for 

when hiring an employee for a retail 

position. The last stop was Burger-

ville in Monmouth. Manager John 

Tanguay answered questions and 

spoke about the things he looks for 

when hiring an individual to work in 

his restaurant. After the tour, the 

group enjoyed lunch at Burgerville 

and reflected on the experience.  

Mid-Valley Rehabilitation enjoys 

continually building its strong rela-

tionship with Central High School’s 

Transition program and seeking fu-

ture opportunities to encourage and 

assist students to pursue their voca-

tional interests. 

 

 

In case you are wondering, 
even though croutons and 

Ranch dressing are salad 
bar items, this is technical-
ly NOT a salad! This was 

the creation of Nick Van-
derburgh, who works at 

WOU Recycling. 
Nick, you better make sure 
Nurse Rita doesn’t see this!  

(Oops - too late!) 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Kyle & Jessica 
Rogers. Jessica (last name previ-

ously Partain) you may remem-
ber works at Burgerville in Mon-
mouth. The couple exchanged 

vows on March 1, 2014 at Life 
Center Four Square Church in 

Independence. The wedding was 
well attended with family and 
friends. Jessica wore a beautiful 

gown, and Kyle was sharply 
dressed in a tuxedo. We wish 

you the best! 

Wedding Bells 

Eat More Salad 



100% Attendance 
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Troy Bullock 

Miles Krieck 

Kenneth McLoughlin 

Larry McMinn 

Mike Miglioretto 

Scott Millar 

Pel Montgomery 

Rose Stanhope 

 

 

 

Jonathan Bloomer 

Scott Click 

Stephen Hollenbeck 

Matt Olson 

John Rentz 

Roger Selleck 

Terry Sizemore 

Kevin Slagle 

Steven Whittenburge 

What Flavor Ice Cream Would 

you Like To See Serendipity  

Offer? 

 

Using a cellphone, text  

survey# 19075 and your  

response to 22333 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What Is The Best Dish You  

  Can Cook? 

Using a cellphone, text  

survey# 18824 and your  

response to 22333 

 

If You Had A Superpower, 

What Would It Be? 

 

Using a cellphone, text  

survey# 19202 and your  

response to 22333 

 

 

 

(surveys limited to first 40 responses) 

Surveys - Just For Fun 

 

 
 

 
 

Do you dare use an  

ink pen?!? 

Industrial Services       Wood Products 

Let The Games Begin (Don’t do these at work!) 



Valentine’s Dance 
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 Stephen Hollenback was facing more budget cuts 

to his current work schedule, which would have 

left him in a financial bind in his day-to-day living.  

With the help of the golf scholarship, Stephen is 

able to work 5 days a week and it allows him to 

continue living in his current housing situation.  

Stephen is very productive and a real asset to our 

Wood Products team.   

 

Duane Rehbein is an individual with hearing Impair-

ment served by the Baker St. Supported Living         

Program (SLP).  His funding comes from the Mid-

Valley Charitable Fund (golf scholarship).  The staff of 

SLP provide Duane with assistance and transportation 

to medical appointments.  Staff co-ordinate his medical 

appointments with his mother who lives in La Grande 

OR.  Duane is an independent person who lives in his 

own apartment, works full-time at Wood Products and 

will only call the SLP office occasionally if he needs  

assistance with something he is unable to do.  He has a 

wonderful sense of humor.  Working with Duane is a 

joy.   

My name is Tonya Vandecoevering; I am 21 years old and transition-

ing out of the Special Education, Post High Program in June 2014, 

which completes all my years with McMinnville Schools.  I taught 

myself, since age 5, how to draw and use all the free programs on the 

computer to build my skills and create my art. I like to draw alien 

characters and have started my own comic strips. In any spare time I 

have, I am drawing. I shared the art on deviant art website: TRVart-

work.deviantart.com with my school Transition Specialist; Virginia 

Bansen and my Mid-Valley Employment Specialist, Rebecca Zimmer-

man. We met with BJ at WEB3 to print my art on posters and I got to 

see it in print for the first time. We are at the point of selling posters and t-shirts of my artwork to be 

displayed at 3rd Street  Pizza the month of May and to sell at Alien Days.  My dream someday is to be 

a comic book artist and always draw. Mid-Valley has helped my dream come true by  supporting my 

artwork and help me get my business started up. 



We’re on the web! 

www.midvalleyrehab.com 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please call 1-800-847-5832 

 

  

Return Service Requested 

Lynn Hurt 

Dallas School District 

Retired 

 

Dave Kauer 

Kauer Farms 

 

Dean Klaus 

Dean Klaus Properties 

 

Rose Lorenzen 

City of McMinnville 

 

Luella McKenzie 

Retired Educator 

 

Dave Morgan 

Adec, Inc. 

 

Tony Meeker 

Meeker Consulting 

 

 

Tom Neal 

Director Physical Plant WOU 

 

Kathy Schlotfeldt 

Finance Director YCAP 

Dave Haugeberg 

President 

Haugeberg, Reuter, Gowell, 

Fredricks, & Higgins PC 

 

Scott Larsen 

Vice President 

Larsen Motor Co. 

 

Robert Laughlin 

Treasurer 

Laughlin-Cartrell, Inc. 

 

Jere Jackson 

Secretary 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. 

Retired 

 

Joyce Robinson 

Executive Director 

 

Chris Browne 

Chris Browne Insurance 

 

 

Carole Burcham 

Business Owner 

 

 

Dr. Ken Schmidt 

Physicians’ Medical Center 

 

Ann Scott 

PLAN Loving Adoption 

Retired / Family Member 

 

Donn Williams 

Laughlin-Cartrell, Inc. 

 

Mike Hamilton 

Honorary Board Member 

 

Dr. Crit Huston 

Honorary Board Member 

 

Claudia Huwaldt 

Honorary Board Member 

 

Barbara Kauer 

Honorary Board Member 

 

 

 

 

16700 S. Hwy 99W 
Amity, OR 97101 

Changes? 
Please make the corrections on 

your label.  Check the 
appropriate box below, and 

return to Mid-Valley 
Rehabilitation, Inc, 

 
○  Name misspelled 

○  Contact person changed 
○  Address wrong 

○  Duplicate mailing 

Board of Directors 
Our Mission: 

 

The purpose of this non-profit 

organization is to assist persons 

with disabilities to develop to 

their highest potential and 

achieve fulfilling lives. 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 16 

Amity, OR 97101 


